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March 21, 1997

The Hon Fteed Hundt '

Chairman

Federal Communlcattons Commission
1919 M Street ,

Suite 8

Washington DC 20554

Dear Chawman Hundt

- On behalt of the Ailrance for Community Media, fellow users ot my community access center 'p '
- groups around the country, and American taxpayers, | te urge you and other. members of the:
ommission to delay issu ng “digital® licenses to the broasgs telovision industry until such timeas
they are ready to- use them, and to'demand that television broadcasters compensate the federal
government for their use of public property

As you may know, a number of representatives of the broadcasting tndustry have announced wtthin the B
past fow weeks that their plans to implement "digital television” have been delayed, with most industry
sources stating that the spectrum will be used for the fu rposes for-which it was intended no earller than
1999, and perhaps even later than that. In the meantime, It is likely that they will bagin to use the
“spectrum for non-televigion services - services for which the rest of the wireless teteeommuntcations
‘Industry has pald market-based rates at public ayction. In addition to gtviraaway a valuable public

resource, this move will also have the eftect of giving broadcasters an untf: oompetltive advantage in
retation to other wireless information service prowders

Thns Is $70 billion that could be used to provide support to publtc educational and overnmental

: }"PEG“) access to the brpadcast media. Non-commercial, non-profit PEQG is a highly successful model
or creating and promoting citizen involvement in local affairs. PEG access support distance learning,
community involvement, and democratic discourse over a variety of media. Now the Commission has -

-an opportunity to give non-proﬂt entities and individuals the ability to generate and disseminate infor-

mation using the vastly increased carrying capacity of digital television. Funds generated by the sale of
digital spactn:m at auctinn covld hnln our childran and aytend the he'teﬂts of the Information
Superhighway to all.

We respectfully urge the commission to hold the issuance of these valuable licenses in ; ance until - |

such time as the broadcastmg industry indicates its w;umgness to adequately compensate erican
Taxpayers for the use of the:r property.
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/oyce Miller
- Executive Director
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cc: Edwardo Fntts
"~ ‘National Assoc:atton of Broadcasters
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